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I, William L. Gates (Reg. No. 20,848), declare that: 

(1) I am an attorney of record in the subject application Serial No. 
09/596,492; 

(2) the effective filing date of the subject application is January 21, 
2000, being based on the claim of priority of Provisional Application No. 
06/177,282, filed on January 21, 2000, which is less than three months after 
the effective date of U.S. Patent 6,286,835, which is January 2, 2000; and, 

(3) that there exists a basis upon which the applicant is entitled to a 
favorable judgment relative to the patentee in an interference between the 
subject application and U.S. Patent 6,268,835. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be 
true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
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imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code 
and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



William L. Gates, Reg. No. 20,848 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
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this day of 




, 2001. 
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